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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Edward Shippen House is a large 2+ story limestone build-
ing built in 3 sections. The original section of the house, built
by Shippen c. 1750, was 28 feet wide and 32 feet deep. This sec-
tion has 3 bays across the facade with the main entrance located
in the western most bay. The doorway consisted of a large paneled
door with a small transom. The exterior decoration of the house
was particularly elegant for the frontier area in which the house
was built. Radiating stone arches with applied wooden moulding
surmounts all windows on the facade.. The gable end windows
although not arched do contain the same moulding. A row of dentils
adds emphasis to the moulded cornice on the facade. The interior
consisted of two large rooms and a large hallway on each floor.

All rooms had large fireplaces. Of particular note in the interior
is the central post of the stairway. This post is one continuous
length of pine from the basement to the second floor.

In 1785 a two bay section was added to the western gable.
This addition carefully imitated the original style of the house.
Window trim and cornice work are identical to that of the original
section as is the large stone gable chimney. The final addition
to the house occured in the early 19th century and consisted of a
small two stoxy frame sectlon whlch was attached to the rear of the
structure. LT T e
N AN

_ In 1935 the. present owners undertook a magor restoration of
the Shippén House. This réstoration work included the replacement
of Victorian window sash, removal of later porches, and a general
refurbishing of the interior and exterior. In addition to this
work the rear frame section was demolished and replaced by a 2
story brick wing. Other major items of alteration included the

- addition of 3 gable dormers on the front slope of the roof and the
conversion of a doorway in the 1789 section into a window in order
to make a balanced facade. The classical porch is also of 1935
construction. The house is in an excellent state of repairs and
preserves most of its original exterior and interior fabric.
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Edward Shippen (1703-1781) was a successful merchant, mayor
of Philadelphia, and one of the founders of Princeton University.
In 1737 he acquired title to 1300 acres (including a small incip-
jent settlement) in the central Cumberland Valley. ©Shippen decided
to lay out a town around the settlement in 1741 and call it Shippens-
burg. Around 1750, he built the original section of the Shippen
House. Shippen by this time lived in Lancaster and used the house
only on periodic visits to his trading companies. Legend has it
thatthis was the "strong stone house 30 feet sguare" which Shippen
offered to Governor Morris in 1755 as a storehouse for the Braddock
expedition. It is more likely however that the supplies were kept
in Shippen's fur storehouse which stood nearby. :

Shippensburg served as one of the major supply centers for the

jil-fated Braddock expedition. In 1755 the British government

placed Major General Edward Braddock in command of all British troops
in America. Braddock with orders-to oust theé French from their forts
in western Pennsylvania and New York la.ded at Hampton Virginia in
February 1755, .After an initial delay caused:by Pennsylvania's
failure to provide adequate supplies, Braddock began his-march on
Fort Duquesne (Pittsburgh). On July 9, 1755, Braddock's 2,000 man
force was attacked by a much smaller force of French-& Indians, 7
miles south of Fort Duquesne. The British and colonial troops were
routed and Braddock himself killed. Tne remnants of the British
troops and the 1000 man auxiliary force at Great Meadows retreated
east to Philadelphia. This withdrawal of British troops left Penn-
sylvania exposed to the horrors of Indian war. (Pennsylvania had no
troops of its own at this time.) For several years the Shawnee and
Delaware raided the frontier settlements along the entire length of
the Alleghany foothills. '

The Shippen House even though altered and enlarged still main-
tains much of its original architectural appearance. The house is
a good example of colonial architecture and has interior and exterior
woodwork of a sophistication unseen in the area at that time. From
its construction the house has been a local landmark. For years the
corner of the Shippen House was used as a survey monument for early
roads in the area. The Burd Road surveyed for Braddock's army began
at the Shippen House, |
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